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© Butratts from their General Infirudtions, dated 29th March 177. 
1.4% \ A 7 E direct, that you fix your attention to the preſervation of peace through- 
5 out India, and to the ſecurity of the poſſeſſions and revenues 4 
Company.“ 0 | 


. 


3. That, in all your deliberations and reſolutions, you make the ſafety and proſ- | 


petity of Bengal your principal object.“ 


* A R 


| 8 and Philip Francis, Eſquires, in the Service of the Honorable Eaer-Ixvia . 


35. We direct, that you immediately cauſe the ſtricteſt enquiry to be made into 
all oppreſſions, which may have been committed, either againſt the natives or Euro- 


peans, and into all abuſes that may have prevailed in the collection of the revenues, or 
any part of the civil government of the Preſidency; and that you communicate to us 


all information, which you may be able to obtain relative thereto, or to any diſſipatiog 


or embezzlement of the Company's money.“ 
. 3 * , I Ty Ty — 722 75 ; 1 


| General Letter to Bengal, dated I 5th December, 1775. | 
W E difapprove a | 
K 7 our forces to any ſituation, too remote to admit of their ſafe: an 
ſpeedy return to the protection of our provinces, in caſes of emergency.” _ 


7 
—- 


Par. 4. 


ſuch diſtant expeditions, as may eventually cy 


5. We alſo witerly diſapprove and condemn offenſive wars; diſtinguiſhing, how- 


ever, between offenſive meaſures unneceſſarily undertaken with a view to pecuniary 


advantages, and thoſe which the preſervation of our honor, or the protection or fete 


of our poſſeſſions, may render abſolutely neceſſary 


6. * : | 
6. ©, The attention paid by the majority * to the tenor and ſpirit of our orders on » (3,4,-;, „Aon 
this ſubject, is highly agreeable to us; and it is our moſt poſitive direction, that no ſin, and Francis. 


deviation from thoſe orders be permitted, but upon the moſt urgent and abſolute ne- 
ceſſity ; as that alone can juſtify a departure from them; for the proſpe& of any ad- 
vantages, however alluring, can in no wiſe be ' adequate to the pernicious conſequences 
which muſt reſult from examples of diſobedience to our orders.” 


t 


7. © The ſentiments expreſſed by the majority t, in the 36th paragraph of their Ditto. 


addreſs, coincide exactly with our own; their determination to endeavour to maintain 
peace in India, and vigorcuſly to defend our poſſeſſions and allies, cannot be too much 
applauded: We therefore ſtrictly enjoin every member of our Council, to, cancur 
= _— in ſuch meaſures as may be neceſſary ſor accompliſhing, theſe deſirable pur- 

8. We have already, in our letter of 3d March 1775, expreſſed our extreme con- 
cern, in finding that our arms had been employed in conquering the Rohitta country 


for Sujab Dotulab, and diiapproved the meaſure; and W@ have no reaſon to alter our 
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11. It is with great ſatisfaction we find, that althou gh hoſtilities were comminced © 


i. 


8. 
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Vith an apparent determination to exterminate the Rohittas, a more honorable end has 

been t@ that war, and that a proviſion is made for the ſon of Hafiz-Rbameft-Cawn, - 
This circumſtance is the more agreeable to us, as it ſeems to have been effected by ts 

Interpoſition of our Commander in chief , and will, we hope, tend to efface any un- 


. 


- 


have occaſioned amongſt the natives of India.” | FW 
12. The return of our troops, from the Rohitta country, is an event highly ac- 
ceptable to us.“ „„ F 85 wh oy 
27. Phe conduct of our late Council, in impowering the Preſident to prepare 
inſtructions for Mr. Middleton, as Agent at the court of Sujah Dowlah, without or- 
dering them to be ſubmitted to the Board for their inſpection and approbation, was very 
improper; and it is our expreſs direction, that no ſuch independent or ſeparate authority 
be ever delegated to any Governor, or Member of Council, or to any other perſon _ ' 
- Whatſoever; but that all inſtructions to public agents be laid before the Council, and 
_  Gigned by a majority of the members, before they be carried into execution.” 


228. As the appointment of Mr. Middleton was made by our Preſident and Coun- 
cil, his correſpondence ſhould have been addreſſed to them, or ſpeedily and unreſerved- 


145 ly laid before them by the Prefident ; and we cannot avoid expreſling our diſapproba- 


28 BE any part thereof has been with-held from the peruſal of our. Supreme 
-QUNCII. . 3 2 | Nt 3„%%%ͤ;ͤů nh . 
43. © As the cuſtom of receiving complimentary nazzars, or preſents, is not only 
liable to abuſe, but alſo contrary to the late act of parliament for regulating India 
affairs; we much approve the determination of the majority to refuſe all ſuch preſents, 
and direct, that ſtrict obedience be paid to the ſaid at, not only by all the members of 
our Council, but by every perſon in our ſervice. and by all Briti 
. . ß ę f.. 8 
44. The attention ſhewn by our late Preſident. and Council to hereditary Zemin- 
dars, and the care taken to exclude Banyans, and other ſervants of revenue officers, 


from farming of lands, in the general ſyſtem formed for that -purpoſe, gave us the 


favourable impreſſions, which the part, taken by our ſervants againſt the Rohittas, may $ 


+ 


ſubiects reſiding in 


greateſt ſatisfaction; and it is therefore with great ſurprize we read on your minuces of 


Council, that Banyans of Calcutta, or perſons protected by them, occupy the place of 
Zemindars, and farm the revenues; and that to ſuch cauſts the large balances in arrear 
may truly de imputed,” . | NE i we OK,” 


SC Gentral Litter, dated January 31ſt, 1776. 


Par. 17. 4 b H E importance of the queſtion, Whether the Governor-General is 
* 1 legally empowered to diflolve the Council at pleaſure, contrary to 
the declared ſenſe of the majority, is ſo great, that we have judged it proper. to ſtate 
the caſe to ſome of the moſt eminent Lawyers in this kingdom, and to have their opi- 
nions before we finally decide thereon; which opinions we have not yet been able to 
obtain; but however the queſtion may be determined reſpecting the legality of the 
power, we are clearly of opinion, that it is highly improper that ſuch a power, which 
may be attended with the moſt fatal conſequences, ſhould be exerciſed by our Governor- 
General, or by any Preſident of our Council; and therefore, to prevent farther incon- 
Venience, and totally to ſuppteſs all claims of this kind in future, it is our expreſs 
command, that no meeting of our Council (the members having been duly, — | 


-Y , 75 - » ) « 


| 4 
1 * 


Bratt be difolved or adjourned, by the authority of our Governor-General, or aby Pre- 
ſident for the time Gs without the conſent of a majority of members preſent at every 
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oom, of Chants e, Bfp 
© - « The Civil Government being veſted in the Governor and Council, in like manner, 
to all purpoſes, as it was exerciſed before by the preſident and Council, or Select Com- 
mittee, the Preſident always iſſued or ordered ſummons for the meeting of the Council, 
and it ſhould” ſeem that the Council cannot legally meet without ſuch ſummons. The 
Meeting of the Council depends on the pleaſure of the Governor, and I think. the 


Duration of it muſt do ſo too; but it was as great a crime to diffolve the Council upon 


| baſe and ſiniſter motives, as it would be to aſſume the power of diffolving, if he had it ' 
not. II believe he is the firſt Governor, that ever diſſolved a Council inquiring into his 
behaviour, when he was innocent. —Before he could ſummon three Councils and diſſolve 
them, he had time fully to conſider what would be the reſult of ſuch conduct, 10 con- 
vince very body beyond a doubt of bis conſcious guilt, © CS get 
FFF . 1 (signed) C. SA YER. . 
2 9th January, 1776. : | 3 2 i Ia 
21. © Your advices reſpecting Banyans holding of lands, and. Chiefs of Councils 
interfering in farms, have alarmed us exceedingly 3 and although we are not prepared, 
by this diſpatch, to give our - ſentiments fully on the ſyſtem of letting the lands, we 
cannot pals this ſubject over unnoticed.” 2 28 
. „ e arc forry to obſerve, that many uſeful regulations eſtabliſhed by the 
Council of Revenue and Committee of Circuit, in 1772, have been totally diſregarded.” 
27. © By the 11th Article of the ſaid Regulations, it is ſtipulated, that the farmer's 
payments to government. ſhall be aſcertained and eſtabliſhed, and no demand made 
0 him, over and above the ſum expreſſed in the Rent- roll delivered him with his 
aſe. "VE 5 85 
28, The reaſoning. of the Committee on this Article appears very excellent; but 
to our concern we find fo little regard paid thereto, that one lack and 25,500 rupees 
per annum, have been demanded, and upwards of 98, ooo rupees received upon two 
inconſiderable farms, independent of the agreement made with the Company, and 
claimed by our ſervants as a perquiſite of office, or emolument of ſtation?lF 
36. We cannot omit teſtifying our entire approbation of that zeal, which General 
Clavering has manifeſted for the welfare of the Company. 


General Letter, 5th April, 1776. 


Par. 27. FJFAV ING inveſtigated the charges exhibited againſt ſome of the Mem- 
2 bers of our late Adminiſtration, we have come to the following 
IRESsOT VID, That it appears that the conduct of the late Preſident* and * Mr, Haſtingr. 
Council of Fort William in Bengal, in ſuffering Canioo Baboo, the preſent Governor- 
£ General's Banyan, to hold farms in different Furgunnahs to a large amount, or — 
7 PLE AR 3 r. 45 ve 
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by one of the Company's tenaits, for holding the Salt Farms of Selimsbad and 
« Daccann- Sayagepore,, in the diſtrict of Dacca, over and above the engagement 


4+ 


4 to hold the ſaid farms,” 


tion of the Cotnmittee of Revenue of the 14th May, 1772, and that Mr. Barwel! 
* has acknowledged, having charged the ſaid tenant, for his own uſe, and the other 


* | 
A 0 ; "47, 155 I , 3 
; ; | f f +6 5 ; „„ . Bi Oy FS 
VVV . 
„ a x cold 
« be Keane for ſich Fire, contrary"ro/ the tenor end ſpirit of the'1-7th regulation vf 
e the Committee of Revenue ar Fore William of the 14th May, 1772, and afterwards 
e relinquiſhing that ſecurity without ſatisfaction made to the Company, was highly © | 
<« improper, and has been attended with conſiderable loſs to the Company,” > 


« RES0OL VE D, That it appears that a-confiderable ſum of money has been given 


e for,thoſe farms to the Company, contrary to the letter and ſpirit of the 1 ith regula- 


& 


„ genelemen of the Fatory, with the amount of rupecs 1,25,500, for permitting him 


28. Since paſling the above reſolutions, the Northumberland's Putſer is arrived 
with, your adyices; and our concern is much increaſed on finding that improper 
influence, and interference of our ſervants in the Revenue branch, has been much 


more general than we had been led to hope was the caſe z and that in the immediate 
. views of private gain, the Company's intereſt has been Lites Aa - . 


30. „ The powers and inſtructions veſted in, and given to General Clavering and the 


other gentlemen, were fuch as fully authoriſed them in every enquiry that ſeems to 


. Pap. 28. © 


have been their object; and we highly commend the indefatigable affiduity that evidently 


, appears in their laborious reſearches, and tbeir zeal for the intereſt of the Company, and the 
_ welfare of individuals, as well natives as Europeans.” VVV 
N. B. Colone! Monſon died 


25th September, 1776. 
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TUR diſordered ſtate of the finances of Mobarech ul Dowlah, and * 
the negligence of our late Adminiftration, reſpecting accounts ang money 


tranſactions with him, are events ſo extraordinary, and likely to be attended with 


animadverſion.“ 


conſequences fo very diſagreeable, that we cannot paſs them over without the ſtrongeſt 
37. „It is with ſingular ſatisfaction we obſerve at any time the attention paid by our 
ſervants to the great intereſts of their employers, and it is with particular pleaſure we 


hereby ſignify our entire approbation of the late Treaty concluded with Aſoph 


Francis. , 


explained by your various minutes and proceedings, and particularly by Mr. Francis 
in an eſtimate accompanied by very judicious remarks, has rendered the hominal price 
| od 


for we find that the late Governor Banyan has been permitted to contract largely for 


to promiſe us ſolid and permanent 1 


ul Dowlab, ſucceffor of Sujah Dowlah, by which ſuch terms are procured, as ſeem 


” | | | | l 
N. B. This treaty was the ſole aft of eneral Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. 


66. We are extemely happy to find that che ſtate of our reſources in Bengal, as 


of out inveſtment no longer an object or conſequence?L O(#u0”U_E _ 

69. »The Governor-General and all perſons concerned in the Revenues, are ſpecifi- 
cally and abſolutely precluded from trading in India, and we deem it equally neceſſary 
that their Banyans ſhould be laid under proper reſtrictions, which has not been the caſc ; 


the proviſion of the Company's inveſtment, which we poſitively forbid in 1 Wi 5 
; 1 oi Ns 5 BE : eneras © 


- 


= 8 
— — pom ue > ——— : 


% ; * " * * 7 : I » 
* , % 
- SOIT 591 . 
. - i 9 
- Wm a £9 ; A 
5s z 


oe Faves br! Dat, 90085 OA #7 ol.; tel a an 450 was eil Cr 
J uch Mo cee . ins * RN e e, 
010 4 "x bed: * 1 11 cane! tur, Sh Pare, m. i 85 : Sus 
4 69h , , anda ov am bog «27 e eee 5 61 
de T bib e and. ese, ben we dee received; pour pro- 


bo vs oeedings Fing abuſes, which have prevailed in letting rb and 
e practiſed 1 in forming contracts for ſalt with the Company. 


_ 1/3 145 We flatter burſelves yaur inveſtigations: have rendered it unneceſſary for us to + Viz. of General 

enter minutely into. all particulars brought to our view, as you ſeem determined to Clavering,Colonel 

_ Brrike' at the root of every evil diſcovered, and we obſerve,” with the greateſt ſatisfac- 2 and Mr. 
Fer e your laborious reſearches have in general been attended with the deſired Francis. 


ſucceſs. Your conduct, in this invidious undertaking, appears to us-bighly meritorious, 
and you ſhall not fail to experience aur firmeſt ſunport in your laudable endeavours to 
effect a thorough refor mation of all abuſes, more eſpecially of thoſe: which, from their 
nature and conſequence, muſt; have operated to the diſtreſs of the country, and to 
the great damage of the Company, of which ce might fill bave remained uninfarmed, 
if attention to your duty had not prompted au to commence! and proſecute enquiries. 
into ſuch ee tranſactions. N. | 
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Ms : . General Leto, 16 * 1777. 

Por. 90. we *. au — 5 teſtify our nn in peruſing the ſeparate letters 
wruten to us by Sir John .Clavering from the time of his arrival in 

Ea whereby that gentleman appears to have entered into many uſeful and labori- 

ous reſearches, with a zcal and attention to the intereſt of the Company that deſerve 

our warmeſt approbation. | 10 

81, We have particularly attended to his letter of the 26th February, = March, 

17 May, 21 July, and 24 November 1775, where: he has ſhewn unwearied 7 dots 

by his various ſtatements-and inveſtigations of the military eſtabliſhment, by his endea- 

vours to account for the great and extraordinary expences, and by his r ſet forth, 

and regulations * to aſcertain and en 925 bans... 


% 


os CR Lu to General Sir Jon c. dated 11th . vn. | 


4 þ U 


$ 1 bh wt | 

caviint too ſoar take the opportunien of expcaiogs our ol unealineſs at t the 
ſubject of your letter, dated 22d September 1776, received per Syren, wherein 
you ioform us of your ill ſtate of health, and of your deſire to reſign the 20.200 a 

hold-; in our Council of Bengal. a is 
When you conceived the deſign of quitting our ſervice, we imagine you could not 
have heard of the reſignation of Mr. Hannes our Governor-General, which reſigna- 
tion has been communicated to us by his Agent here, and accepted by the Court of 
Directors (Who have it in contemplation to fill up the vacancy in Council occaſioned 
thereby) of which circumſtance you muſt have been ſince apprized, and which we 


would hope has made ſome alteration in _ nn. 1 


| Oo 3 UN | EE 4 
As we have expreſſed, in our laſt letters to our Gemen tiilan * — ae : 
deep ſenſe we have of your ſingular ſeryices, and the particular. attention you have." 
paid to the intereſt of the Company: it was with the gremteſt concern we had a proſ- 
pect of lofing fo invaluable a ſervant; and as we mal here repeat our ſenſe of the at 
tachment you have ſhewn to the ſervice, we 'cannot hut ſignify our eatneſt deſire that 
95 vou would ſtill continue in the mahagement of thoſe affairs, War have already received 
OT ſo many and eſſential advantages — your real and-abiliries . 
eaaprd len. Should you ſtili retain your pur of returning to Eur we hopes chat Will 
S - ar leaſt ſo far meet our deſire, . defer the — Ho — we have . 
_ 2 our anſwer; to many points in the diſpatch of our Governor -· General and Council, and 
= | in the ſeparate letters from yourſelf, the determination on which may very materially 
—_—— | affect your future reſolutions, as we propoſe to enter upon, and tranfmit hy the neut 
rl f . - '__ diſpatches, ſuch orders and regulations as, we hope, will remove every dificulty — 
LY | ER ny hitherto have obſtructed many operations in our Government of Bengal. 
1 WMaꝛe fincerely wiſh the re- eſtabliſhment of your health, and that you may raph | 
_ -. to purſue the laborious duties of your office,” r the" future en 15 85 r ho» 
re IT eee e e Hans LI" {467343 Nat f. e 
—_ | We are, Sie, ke. eee eee 
Ft | = e 6 Seo. Wombwell, —_ 0 e bs 
—_— 777 ( * 
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General " A * Jub, 1 777. 


©" oY it, Ur ON the 1 careful nb of your rere of the 24 Decem- 

= 5 ber, 1796, relative to the recall of Mr. Briſtow from the court of the 

—_- -. Nabob of Oude, and the appointment of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton to that ſtation, we 

=_ muſt declare our ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of the whole of that tranſa&tion. * | 

=_ '  r2.' We obſerve that the Governor-General's motion for the recall of Mr. Briſtow + 

1 | | includes that for the reſtoration of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton; but as neither of thoſe 

—_ . * | meaſures appear to us neceſſary, or even * they cannot receive our p- 

—_ _— probation. | 

—_ | 37: In this ſtate of the buſineſs our ſurpriſe and concern were great, on ending. 

» Fm our Governor-General's minute of iſt November 1776, that, — more than 2 

3? | | Fears inveſtigation, information is ſtill ſo incomplete, as to render another innovation, 

. ſtill more extraordinary than any of the _ mr neceſſary, in order to the 
formation of a new ſettlement. 

* Mr. Haſtings & 38. We are ſorry that the conduct of the majority * of the Council e on the occaſion, 

Afr, BarwelN. has been ſuch as muſt have our utter diſapprobation. 


39. we 


nn. 


immediate attention, but have not been noticed in our former diſpatches.” 
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309, We ſhould, have hoped. hap when you knew our ſentiments, reſpecting the 


on, in delegating ſeparate powers to their Preſident, | 


it would haye been ſufficient to prevent us further trouble on ſuch . occaſions ; but to 
Monſon, to a number, which tehdered the Preſident's caſting · vote of conſequence to 


him, than he exerciſed it to inveſt himſelf with an improper degree of power in the 


buſineſs of the revenue, which he could never have expected from other authority... 


40. Without entering into the Governor-General's legal diſtinctions, we declare the 


nor can permit to be exerciſed by any perſoa whatever, We therefore direct, that 
no ſeparate. control be henceforth exerciſed by the Governor-General, nor any orders 


powers aſſumed by him with the conſent of Mr. Barwell, ſuch as we neither approve, 


iſſued from any publick office or otherwiſe, in the name of the Governor-General only, 


except military orders in the garriſon of Fort William. 


e kee of General Claerng and Me. Francis leave ule eo ad on this 
diſagreeable ſubje&; Their reaſons againſt delegating a ſeparate -power of control. to 


the Governor- General are ſolid and judicious, and we are happy in declaring that their, 


conduct on the occaſion meets with our approbation. 


5 General Letter, dated 28th November, 17 77. 


Par. 15. * I a letter of the 4th July laſt, we have expreſſed ourdiſapprobation of ſeverat 


4 meaſures adopted by you, ſince, by the 7 of Colonel Monſon, our Gover- 


nor -General and Mr. Barwell became a majority of the board: and obſerving, as we 


do, that the conduct of the ſame majority has, on various other occaſions, been ſo repug- 
nant to the ideas of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, as to occaſion diſſents and 


* 


5 557 to be entered on your conſultations, we now proceed to the conſideration of 
undry particulars, which have been ſubjects of altercation, and appear to merit our 
16. On your conſultations of the 14th of October 1776, during the indiſpoſition 
and abſence of General Clavering, we obſerve a motion was made by the Governor- 


General that Mr. Nathaniel Brafſy Haibed ſhould be appointed Commiſlary-General. 
To this motion Mr. Francis very properly replied, that, though he had no perſonal 


objection to Mr. Halhed, yet, from the nature of the office of Commiſſary-General, 


_ and its inſeparable connection with the Commander in chief, he thought conſiderable 
weight was due to his opinion; but, by the concurrence of Mr. Barwell to the 


Governor-Generals motion, before the General was conſulted, it is evident, that 


- whatever might be his ſentiments, they could have no other effect than that of being 


recorded for our information. 


17. * The reaſon aſſigned by Mr. Barwell for his conduct on this occaſion, was, 
« becauſe be could not, conſiſtent with bis principles, decline ſupporting the conſtitutional 


nomination of ſervants to the different offices under the preſidency, by the Governor-General ;” . 
Which, he affirms 10 have been a power exerciſed by the Preſidents of the Council, ever fince 


be ſerved the Company, and which power, he conceives, the Company propoſe ſhould always 


be exerciſed.” 


18. We are equally ſurpriſed and concerned” to find a member of our Council 
capable of making ſuch declaration, when, by adverting to the 47th Article of our 
inſtructions, dated the 29th March 1774, he would have found, that, e | 
„ Ly fine e | 93 | dae 
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. 31. The minutes of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, in anſwer to che Governor- 


ONE 2 3 » N "Rs de r 
a A. To : 2 L * * * 
Fa 7 *. > 5 CEL, : 
* - 
„ 1 
7 * * (4 . : * # 4 1 
3 5 8" 
. * 
op 4 : 
7 : * g * * ö 
5 Q - 2 - ; " 
; 6 4 8 | 
4 EE Ros : 1 N 6 
* * +” WY; 4 L 4 g 
6 4 > « 4 | - 
4 . * 


dae been the Powers" exereiſed by former Preſidents of the Council, our Governor: 
General is only authoriſed to nominate the Town or Fort Major, and it is exprefaly 
r % thief hall recommend: all officers for the Staff. 705 . 
' — Wh6 bail de Wppoinited Wo fill all vacuntity i tht Stapoy corps ; anid the Govertor-Gineral and 
can pal pe proper rigard th tht recommendation of the Commaniter in chief ft 
109. Aftef ſo maniffſt à diſregard of our expreſs comtnand, by the Goveruor- 
General und My: Burwell, we cannot wonder at the indignity offered to our Commander 

nin chief, by aſking his opinion in à meaſure which was, in effect, pre-determined, 
4 and rejecting that opinion, without vouchſafeing to aſſign a reaſon” for ſo doing, though 
eien upon infbtmation received from Colonel Dow, (whoſe abilicies and experience 
rendered hith, perhaps, the moſt proper perſon in Bengal to be confulted on the ſubject) 
chat an intimate acquaintance with the uſages of the army was abſolutely neceſſary for 

any man who ſhould hold the office of Commiſfary-General. However, it does not 
appear that either the experience of Colonel Dow, or the martification ex mag . S 


1 


on 
* 
* 
. 
* . 
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eneral Clavering at the idea of our military affairs relapſing again into diſorder an 


I Mr. Ho/tings & confuſion, had the leaſt weight with the majority + of the Board. 
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8 Par. 29. WE find, however, on your conſultations of the 8th October 1776, 
N the Governor-General declares his opinion, that the Company ought to charge them- 
- "ſelves with the amount of thoſe balances, when diveſted of accumulation of intereſt, 
4 8 proviſions, and; other articles, by which debts of this Kind have been celle 
10 e mbſt exorbitant amount.” e i "MW "4 "5h er pep? ing 8 5 IE 3 8 | 
30. “ This acknowledgement of the Governor-General, that the balances have been 
ſwelled, to uſe his dyn phraſe, by . arts of ibis Rind,” conveys to us a very unfavor- 


* 


'able idea of the conduet of the claimants” © 


'General, manifeſt an attention to the Company's intereſt . which does them much honor, © 
and leaves us little to add on this ſubject “ Rent PIR TG 


36. Under the above * circumſtances we have the ſatisfaction to find, that Mr. 
"Frantis declares himſelf convinced, that the claims in queſtion cannot be ſupported in 
a court of jultice;, that he denies the right of the claimants; and that, unleſs new facts 
| be produced, of which he is ignorant, he conſiders the argument urged in our letter 
> of the ziſt January 1776, againſt admitting ſuch claims, as unanſwerable, That 
General Clavering has, in our opinion, fully Ns the Governor General's arguments 
tefpecting the declaration of the Board in 1771, and declared it his reſolution to 5 | 
againſt every meaſure which may tend to ſatisfy. theſe. extraordinary claimants, for any. 
Part of the debrs pretended to be due to them. We entirely hope that the attention of 
_ (tbe General and My. Francis to our intereſt on this occaſion, will have the deſired effect, 
en * the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell from proceeding farther in the * 
37. A farther inſtance, in which the conduct of the Governor-General and. Mr. Bar- 
well, as a majority of the Board, appears to us not only improper, ut highly repreben- 
ible, is that of rejecting the advice of our ſtanding Counſel, and. refuling to concur in 
filing a bill of diſcovery, to oblige Mr. Thackeray to declare who were the perfons. 
Concerned with him in furniſhing the Company with elephants t. 8 © 
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ofaths' -6th September 2 774, that the farmers of Siber had made a tender to him of 


about fixty- fi elephants at 1006 rupees each, that the Board eſteemed-ir an enn, 
geous offer, and accepted the elephants, under certain conditions.” 
39. „We find that the farm of Sylbet was granted by the Committee of Cirduir ; 


that the Company's advancesto-the' farmers of Slbet of 3 3,000 rupees for en . 
was received by one of ibe Members of that Committee. It has, however, ſince ap —_ 
ement, 


that the other oſtenſible farmers, or perſons named in the Committee's ſett 


NEVER Ex1STED4 and that Mr. Thackeray, the Company” $ Reſident at Hlbet, was the 


real farmer, under fiftitious names. 


43• Nor are we able to bonelle the GordrnonGeneral's tenderneſs for Mr. Thack- 
eray's honor and delicacy with his own further declaration, that, for the above tranſac- | 


tion, Mr. Thackeray had been unanimouſly and juſtly condemned. 

44. © Your letter of the 19th of December informs us, that the gaben Court had 
paſſed a decree in favor of Mr. Thackeray for 29,000 nn, and coſts of ſuit, and 
that you had ordered the money to be paid.“ 

45. © We obſerve, that our attorney was ſerved with a notice 65 trial the 14th of 
November, about twenty days after the death of Colonel Monſon; and to our coſt we 

fiad that the majority of Council, conſiſting of the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell, 

ijnſtead of preparing for a proper defence, deſer ted the cauſe, and thereby ns the 
Company to the payment / the money.” - 


46. * The amount of the Company's loſs on this occaſion is not the principal object | 
of pela” Fs Oy but when we find it ſuggeſted by General Clavering, that the cauſe- 


Ms was loſt BY A MOT SHAMEFUL DESERTION on tbe part of the" defendants, whoſe duty it 


certainly was to guard our property, that not a ſingle witnels was produced on the 


part of the Company, ve are induced to think with the General, that a majority of the 
.Board, theugh they may not chuſe to malte a formal order on the Treaſury to ſatisfy unjuſt claims, 
may, nevertheleſs,. encourage ſuits to be inſtituted in the Supreme Court, over-rule the opinion of 
the Company's Council, prevent the Attorneys from adopting the beſt mode of defence, Juffer 


verdicls to be given againſ the Company, and Heiter n under ſucb verdicis in diſ- | 


Po/ing of our property to individuals.” 


+ 
Barw 


48. Upon the whole of this crapſaRtion, as we fully approve the condudt of Gene- | 


ral Clavering and Mr. Francis, becauſe it has been, in our opinion, highly meritorious, 
fo are we compelled to declare, that the behaviour of our Governor-General and Mr. 
| Barwell has been in this inſtance improper-and inconſiſtent with their duty.” 

51. © And here we have to lament, that the ſame majority of Council, whoſe con- 
duct we have fo juſtly cenſured, have again exerciſed their authority, in manifeſt difre- 
gard of the intimation given in our inſtructions, and in oppoſition to the moſt unan- 
ſwerable arguments urged to the contrary by General Clavering and Mr, Francis, Who 
had alfo proteſted againſt the unreaſonable and exceſſive ſalaries and emoluments, as 
eſtabliſhed by the Judges of the Supreme Court of Jocicnture, for the officers of that 
court at its firſt inſtitution.” 


52. © We obſerve it ſtared by Mr. Francis, that the ſalaries of the officers of the 
court, excluſive of the Judges themſelves, as they ſtood before the late addition, 


amount to current rupees 1, 23, 436, beſides their fees. To this muſt be added houſe- 
rent, at the rate of current rupees 4,428 per annum; and. contingent/:charges, which 
tare indefinite.—It is now propoſed to hire another bound which, he concludes, will not 
be done for leſs than 500 rupees a month; and he ſtates the expence of the new officers 


ſalaries at * of 3 ** annum, beſides the additional Mlowance 


of fees.” 
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3 Par. 54. ah WE are ſorry to obſerve, that a motion (made by Mr. Barwell ) ſo very 


"Nb 
* 4 
* 
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agree with the other members of our Council that the reſolution, if carried, would have 
Ir deen equal to a denial of juſtice, that it would have put a ſtop ro complaints againſt 
+ - the Company's ſervants, and have ſuppreſſed the dilcovery of all abuſes, whether paſt 
or to come ; becauſe no inveſtigation of ſuch complaints could ever have taken place, 


3 
1 3 
2 . 


= 

* . fon: | Fr . N 
end Hai. motion. 
3 a tid ob! 


plan be more exceptionable than the reſt, it is that order which enjoins the Provincial 
=_ Chief and Council, on any complaint made by any Aumeen, to ſupport and enforce the autho- 


Aumeens might require, and by arreſting and puniſhing thoſe who ſhould dare to oppoſe or 
_ «obey, what is ſtiled by the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell, zbe orders of Government 
G = Ts” nay in thoſe inſtances.” 5 e Het . a e 
__ ; 62.“ We obſerye that General Clavering has ſigned ſeveral letters, in conformity 
= - :' to our orders, though he has thought it neceſſary to proteſt againſt the contents; but, 
= he hopes, we ſhall forgive him for refuſing to affix his ſignature to the order befofe- 
—_— name the commiſſion of enormities, which it might produce. We find alſo that Mr. 
TH Francis refuſed to ſign it; and we are happy in teſtifying, that the humane ſentiments 
3 expreſſed by the General and Mr. Francis on that occaſion, coincide entirely with our 
%%% ͤ ͤ⁵ en NR OIEENS | r . 

EN 8 69. The mode adopted the 14th of March 1777, by the Governor - General, of 
FRET. -. antroducing motions agreed to by Mr. Barwell, and not waiting to take the official 
. opinions of the other members of the Board, before ſuch motions were allowed to be- 
3 come Acts of Government, appears to us ſo new and extraordinary, and ſo deſtructive 
of the freedom of debate, that we are at a loſs to conceive how the Governor-General 


utter diſapprobation, and that we will endeavour, by another conveyance, to eſtabliſh 
ſuch regulations as ſhall, F poſſible, effectually prevent the like proceedings 1 


4 


3 


extraordinary ſhould be approved by our Governor-General. We 


wering, Mon- and therefore we cannot but approve the conduct of the majorigy 'in over- ruling the 


61. * As the whole of the meaſure is equally repugnant to our ideas of humanity 
and of ſound policy, we have. only to add, that if one part of the Governor- Generals 
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r d ſhould have devolved. upon . 
. dienen whoſe complaiſance io the Court bas, in aur opinion, greatly (exceeded iber atten» - 


e | . 
= | ed at your conſenting to forgive Cumal. ul- dien his:caſts of ſuit z indeed, the intima«s 
tuin of tbe Chief Jultice convinces us that, had you with - held your conſent, the Com- 
3 rd the. enample as a dan 
3 gerous precedent, and the remiſſion of coſts to Cumal: ul: dien as an eneouragement io 
= bother natives to tread in his ſteps, we cannot but approve the oppo tion given to that 
mueeaſure by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, upon the grounds fer. forth in their 
: minutes, on conſultation. the 4th of February 177% and we conſider it as another 


: | Lily of the ſaid Aumtens, by compelling the attendance of ſuch native revenue officers, as the 


mentioned: His reaſons for ſuch refuſal were, becauſe he would not authorize with his 


- * __ could venture upon the meaſure. We ſhall in this place only declare, that it has oun 
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15 


n 1 it were podlble to conceive/ chat this dmiibeg vas 8 15 


N it would nevertheleſs be very-reptehenſible 3-bux, 1 3 _ 
of defign, it is utterly unpardonable.” ee 
39 46 
taking up ny Earl of Aſhburnham; and from various circumſtances attending the 
| tranſaction, we do not ſeruple to declare, that the promoters + were convinced of the 

impropriety thereof; and that had the intereſt of the Company been their OP | 
line of their duty. was evident, and could not have been miſtaken.” 3 

| 61. The impropriety of bringing forward a military plan of ſo ach 8 
without having even communicated: it to our Commander in chief, has been proper 


noticed and juſtiy cenſured by A. Francis; and, as the Governor- General was well 


acquainted, with the favorable ſentiments entertained by the Company concerning 
| General Clavering, we not only conſider his conduct on the occaſion as highly diſreſpect- 
ful to the General, bur as a e nen m of his A for the pn of 
his employers. 

69. We are e to find our Governos:Gineral of inden that our former 


he wile, de er fully of opinion, that there was no. neceſſity for | 
ee B22 Hoing & * 


; ſentimeats and reſtrictions, founded on principles of ceconomy,” may now vary, becauſe 
the late of our finances is altered. On the contrary we direct, that all our former n 


for retrenching unneceſſary civil and military charges, be ſtridtly-inforced.” | 
70.“ We agree with Mr. Francis that the idea of augmenting a ſtanding army, in 


er to promote circulation, is perfectly new, and that in operation, it might be de- | 


TY ſtructive to the country ; but we differ. totally from Mr. Francis in his ſuppoſition, that 


the preſent ſurplus, exiſting in our Treaſury, can, with proper management, ever be 
abſorbed in the ſupport of our Government and the proviſion of our inveſtment; nor do 
we nxed better authority for this opinion than his on very able and accurate ſtatement 
of internal reſources, and of ſervices to be provided for in Bengal 
71. Ihe very judicious and intereſting remarks of General Clavering, reſpecting 


the Governor-General's plan, whether conſidered as a breach of our orders, or as 4 


political, military, or cxconomical meaſure, leave us little to add on the ſubject. We, 
| however, think proper to obſerve in general that, having repeatedly and poſitively 
enjoined our ſervants not to extend our. poſſeſſions in Bengal, we can on no account 
. approve of that being done virtually, and in effect, which we have lo Oy and ſo 
formally prohibited.“ 
We much approve the obſervations and objections of our Communion in 
| chief and Mr, Francis, reſpecting the Gee ee plan; they certainly merited 
your moſt ſerious conſideration; but as the Governor-General did not think fit to com- 
municate his ideas, before he introduced his plan to the Board, ſo neither do we find 
that you thought the remarks or objections of the General and Mr. Francis worthy the 
ſmalleſt degree of regard; but forthwith reſolved that the plan be adopted. 

79. As Mr. Barwell has acknowledged that the Salt Mabis of Savagepore: and S- 
limabad belonged to him, that he re- let them to Coja Kaworke, in the names of Buſſunt 
Roy and Kiſſen- deb, on conditiot of his accounting with him ( Mr. Barwell) for the 
profits to a certain amount; as he has alſo declared that, if a wiſh of adding 10 bis 
fortune has warped his judgment, he will nevertheleſs ſubmit all his rights in the ſalt 
contracts to the Court of Directors ; and that if, in our opinion, ſuch rights reſt in the 


Company, he will account to us for the laſt ſhilling; and abide! implicitly by our judg- 


ment. "FM therefore chink 1 it probable "a Mr, Barwell, on * acquainted with our 
peremptory 
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8 Sell tie Sandia a mil king, may ba deficems of payi Aar 

of profits on the ſalt tranſactions at — our Freaſury z. dut, Won this be the Ye 
caſe, you mult be well adviſed before you agree to receive the money, that the accept- 
ahce:of any particular ſhate of the ſaid profits for the uſe of the Company, will not 
prejudice their claims upon | any; of the other rede ee , for the re- 
mainder of the ſaid profits.” .. 0 
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v+ Down 2. ArrER avowing the l and Adina given to his gens; 
(Macleane) we muſt declare, that the extracts quoted by the Governor: General are 
nugatory. The offer of reſignation was made ſubſequent to the date, and even to the 
receipt of all thoſe letters. The Governor- General has put it beyond a doubt, that 
Mr. Macleane added by his immediate authority. He has no where pointed out to the 
Court of Directors, the time when the negotiation of his agent was to commence, nor 
the period to which his commiſſion was limited; the letters referred to, contain 
no revocation or abridgement of the powers of Mr. Macleane and as to the Governor- 
General's intimation, that ſubſequent correſpondence with Meſſrs. Macleane and Gra- 
ham might have operated to deſtroy concluſions drawn from former inſtructions, the 
Court of Directors think it ſufficient to remark, that to this hour they remain totally 
ignorant of the contents of ſuch correſpondence. 


33. In regard to the proceedings had in Bengal, although Generel Clavering ated 


unwarrantably, and even illegally, in directing the Secretary to iſſue a ſummons in his 


name, as Governor-General, to Meſſrs. Barwell and Francis, to meet him in Council, 


and Mr. Francis could not be juſtified in concurring in thoſe tranſactions, before Mr. 


Haſtings had acknowledged and confirmed the proceedings of his agent, we cannot 
nevertheleſs” but be diſpleaſed at the Governor-General, tor not giving à direct and - 
candid explanation of the whole tranſaction. But the Governor-General has now 
| ſufficiently explained the motives of his filence: He tells us, he could not diſavow the 
declaration of Colonel Macleane, without appearing adverſe to a man who had given 
him the moſt undoubted proofs of his friendſhip 3 and who, though in this inſtance he 
had exceeded his powers, he knew had been actuated by a ſincere and honeſt, though. 
a miſtaken zeal to ſerve him. This honeſt declaration of the Governor-General needs 
- no comment. | 

3. If the 0 of the Governor-Gengral and Mr. Barwell, char they knew of no 
act or inſtrument by which the place and office of the Governor-General were vacated, 
had been accompanied with a direct diſavowal of the pretended authority by which the 
offer of reſignation had been made to the Court of Directors, the Governor-General had 
been leſs reprehenſible; and ſurely the ſolemn proceedings in England, uadeniably 
evinced by the documents before him, rendered ſuch explanation his indiſpenſable 
duty: indeed official deference to his employers, had there been no other motive, re- 
quired that the Governor-General ſhould, in the moſt unreſerved manner, have contr-- 
buted to detect a flagrant impoſition, if he found ſuch had been 3 in his name. 
upon the Court of Directors of the Eaft-India Company. 
335. But however great the improprieties above. noticed may be, they b 
ate e beans =_ f en ee of _— Governor-General and Mr. Barwell. 

N 30. | 
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356. In the firſt place, it was an act of indecency in the Governor-General and Mr. 
Barwell to meet, even by adjournment, as a Council, to enter upon public buſineſs, 
and to form the moſt important reſolutions, without having ſummoned Mr. Francis to 
attend his duty as a Counſellor at every ſuch meeting; but Mr. Francis has declared, 
that he neither received a ſummons, nor knew till late in the day, and then only by 
report, that a board had been aſſembled, by which. the offices of General Clavering 
had been declared vacant. | F: "TIES 85 
37. It was an act of great preſumption in the Governor-General and Mr. Barwell, to 
- reſolve and declare, that General Clavering had vacated his place of Commander in 
Chief of the Company's forces in India, to which. command he Had been appointed, by 
a ſpecial Commiſſion from the Company, without admitting that he had ſucceeded to i 
the office of Governor-General. „ 2 ; | | 
38. And we muſt be of opinion, that the reſolutions: and declarations of the Go- 
vernor-General and Mr. Barwell, that General Clavering had vacated the office of 
Senior Counſellor of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, and that Mr. 
Barwell was promoted to the ſaid office of Senior Counſellor, were, co all intents. and 


purpoſes, not only untvarrantable but illegal. 2 E 
39. We have thus give you our ſentiments on theſe extraordinary tranſactions. 
What meaſures it may be neceſſary for us to take in conſequence thereof, in order to 
retrieve che honor of the Company, and to prevent the like abuſe from being practiſed 
in future, will have our moſt ſerious and earlieſt conſideration, ſo ſoon as we ſhall be 
furniſhed with the opinions mentioned in the former part of this letter. But we can- 

not even for the preſent diſmiſs the ſubject, without expreſſing our approbation of the 


ſentiments of Mr. Francis, minuted on your proceedings of the 24th of June. 


— 


Minute of Mr. Francis, referred to in the preceding Letter. 


-  Revenue-Board, 24th June, 1757. 


4 H A V ING but this moment peruſed the proceedings held on the four laſt days, I 
am not prepared to deliver ſo formal and deliberate an opinion on the important 
matter contained in them, as the ſubject demands of me. It has never yet fallen to my 
lot to agitate a queſtion of wider extent in all its conſequences, or more liable to fatal 
oObjections, than that which appears to have been decided in my abſence. Yet the ar- 
guments which immediately ſuggeſt themſelves to me, and which I propoſe to follow 
with a motion for reverſing the reſolution of the 22d inſtant reſpecting General Cla- 
vering, are, in my judgment, ſo powerful, that, in whatever diſorder they may appear, 
they will carry conviction with them. I am not unwilling to be underſtood to ſpeak 
from an inſtant impreſſion. That man who, in this criſis, does not feel the ſame im- 
preſſion that I do, muit, I think, be inſenſible not only of every danger to him- 
lelf, but of every duty to the public. Let me conjure you, Gentlemen, to honor me | 
with your attention. My intereſt in this caule is not greater than your o.] n- Ever 
thing is at ſtake—Every thing has been. hazarded, I fear, by ſome degree of paſſion, . 
and a great degree of preciptation. Much may be retrieved by prudence and mode- 
ration. I truſt it will appear that I have given a ſignal example of both, not only in 
my immediate and implicit acquieſceance in the deciſion of the Judges, but in my pre- 
ſent attendance here. Let me have the honor and happineſs of aſſuming the character 
of Mediator, and maintaining it with effect. Tou may ſtill reviſe your proceedings | 
Lou may till reverſe or correct them. You have declared General Clavering's ſeat in 2 
the Council to be vacant : But is it poſſible you ſhould not know the tenure by which _ _” - : 


=> 


+ * 
> G ; , 
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ea ef us hold our places? That this Council is inflituted” under 2 poſitive dc f 
ite legillature, and that there are only four poſſible means by which the place and 
r office of a Counſellor can be avoided F -s General Clavering dead? Has he reſigned” 

' . his place? Is he removed by the King? Or, is he promoted to the office of Governor- 


_ :'  . General? — The contrary is notorious in every inſtance. . Or is it contended, that a 
__ ! ©. __ _®+. amajority of this Board can remove any of the other members? In the moſt heated of 
—_—  - all our dcbates, you well know the affirmative was never pretended. Of what avail. 


1 Bing : r . ” "+. > | 
_ as ' then is your declaration that his place is vacant? If it be not vacant in the form and 
5M 7 | manner preſcribed by the law, and if the Judges ſhould declare fo, are you determined 


ZZ to ſupport, your declarations by the military force actually at your command? Let me 
_— . again implote you to conſider well where ſuch reſolution may lead you. This is not 
. | 7 _”&BG 5 the language of menace, nor intended ſo: It is the language which your true friends, 

— if you have any, ſhould hold to you, in the moſt perilous ſtate in which it is poſſible 


r for you to be placed. Vou have alſo, I ſee, declared General Clavering's office of 
_—_  -- Commander in Chief of the Company's forces in India to be vacant; and I fee that 
14 | BB orders are preparing, if not already gone, to diſperſe both theſe declarations all over 

the country. ithout diſputing your power to diſmiſs the Commander in chief of 
your forces in ibeſe Provinces, which I do not at preſent bring into queſtion, are you 


1 if Las poſſeſſed of any power to diſmiſs the Commander in chief of the Company's forces at 
1 1 | the other Preſidencies ? Can you vacate the commiſſion, by which the ComPany Save 


impowered him to command their forces at Fort St. George and Bombay; or the in- 
ſtructions, by which they give him a place in the Councils of thoſe Preſidencies, when- 
ever he ſhall be at either of them? And, if you had ſuch a power, would you hazard 
the exerciſe of it againſt an appointment, in which not only the Company, but the 
Legiſlature, but the King himſelf, have placed their reliance for the defence of this 
important a age of the Britiſh Empire, againſt the attempts of a foreign enemy ? 
I truſt you have nt weighed all theſe conſiderations, becauſe I have till a hope that, 
coming now before you, they will ſtrike you with a force, not the leſs ſtrong for being 
yet unthought of. Suffer me then to move, that all the reſolutions taken within th 
three days, reſpecting General Clavering, may be immediately reverſed ; and, that this 
_ falutary motion may not be impeded by any idea or ſuſpicion that General Clavering 
may do any. act inconſiſtent with the acquieſcence, which both he and 1 have avowed _ 
in the deciſion of the Judges, I will undertake to anſwer for him in this reſpect; or, 
that if he ſhould depart from the true ſpirit and meaning of that acquieſcence, I will 
not be a party with him in ſuch proceeding, ELL NG Ig 
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. 1 General Letter, 23d December, 1778. 


4 * „Mr. Hafti & f 8 al * 8 


waſte of our property cannot be permitted. You * have diſre- 
garded our authority, and diſobeyed our orders, in not faking the 
2 | 77. In order to prevent the Company's money from being thus given away in fu- -· 
r | ture, we politively direct,“ &c. Ke. 5 5 
r 99. © With theſe materials before you, the queſtion is put, whether the contrators 
2: FW 5 * terms, or the propoſals of Mr. Johnſon, ſhall be accepted: Mr. Francis, in ſtrict con- 
formity with the Company's orders, and according to eſtabliſhed uſage, was of * 


1 


4 


198 


" hae che contrath ſhould" be g Mr. Boreal! ahi the preſent contractor | 
bad. the preceding year, by making lo propoſals (to u 41.4 own phraſe) ejected Mr. 
Johnſod, in hopes of obtaining future W and therefore he could not heſitate 
4 5 give his vote for Mr. Johnſon.” 


100. However ſtrange . Barwel's. motive for giving. his vote for Mr. Johnſon 


| may appear to us, we mult confeſs, the Governor Generals reaſons for concurring there- 


in, were ſtill, more extraordinary. His words are, I diſapprove 77 publiſhing for propo- 


ſals.; this contract is reduced too low already, and will require a 1 attentiin to it on the 


4 of the commanding officer of the corps of the army, that it will be duly performed; to 
"BOP he adds, that according to the beſt information be bad been able to obtain, little profit 


dy would be made by the contraflor, if be did bis duty.” 


It. * But although the Governor-General has thought proper to expreſs ſo dire& 


* and pointed a diſapprobation of the mode adopted and poſitively enjoined by the Com- 


_ pany, for conducting fo great a branch of their affairs, as that of the army contract, 
we nevertheleſs adhere to the propriety of the Courr's orders, &c. . 


102. If the preſent contractor ſhall think proper to conform to this regulation, and 


give in propoſals lower than thoſe of any other perſon, who ſhall offer good ſecurity for 
performance, he will be entitled to hold the army contract for another year, or it may 
be to the end of his preſent term; but on no other condition will we permit it. And 
if the preſent contractor ſhall think himſelf aggrieved, and take meaſures in conſe- 
quence, by which the Company becomes involved in loſs or damage, we ſhall certainly 


hold the majority ® of our Council reſponſible for ſuch loſs or damage, and proceed Mr. Haſtings & 
_ againſt them accordingly but, as one of the members of your Board has very pro- Mr. Baruell. 
perly entered his diſſent to the meaſure, he will of courſe be enempted from proſecu- + Mr. * 


tion; and, in juſtice to his ſentiments and conduct on the occaſion, we werey declare, 
that they have our entire approbation.“ 

120. On reference to your proceedings, we find chat, when you came to this deter- 
mination, propoſals were before you to perform the ſervice in queſtion for 27,2 St ru- 
pecs per annum leſs than the offers made by Lieutenant Colonel-Parker. Mr. Francis 


and General Clavering thought you were bound to accept the loweſt propoſals, with'good 


ſecurity for performance; but Mr. Barwell being of opinion, that if Lieutenant-Colone! 

| Parker would deliver in bills upon honor, a commiſſion of by per cent. ſhould be al- 

2 him thereon for his trouble: And the Governor-General concurring in Mr. Bar- 

wells propoſition, it, of courſe, became a reſolution of the Board; and, in conſe- 
quence of this reſolution, General Clavering juſtly obſerves, that every good effect, 

which the Court of Directors expected from adveruling for contracts, ſeems entirely 


defeated.” | 
121. © Inſtead of Litutenant-Colone] Parker's offers being the loweſt, they were the 


| higheſt, He could not on theſe terms obtain the contract: You therefore determine 
do reject all propoſals, and to grant him 15 per cent. upon his diſburſments, without 
| requiring a ny other check or voucher for the ſame than kis own honor.” 


126. e diſapprove the commiſſion of 15 per cent. granted to the Commiſſary of 
Stores, in oppoſition to the opinion of our Commander i in chief, upon the prime colt 


of gun-corriages.” 


126. We find the cs was intrilflfibed at the Board of Ordnance by the 
e of Stores himſelf, and Carried at the ſaid Board by the caſting voice of the 


' Govetnor-General 
14% We obſerve that, in March a on the Can Generals motion, the 


mon 


e of u renn W was increaſed from 100 to yer Sicca rupees per cao. 


e © gan r e undred rupee: TY 
manch were however added for — Tas You have now ee that the office of 
=__— . **, : Perſian tranſlator ſhall be put on the fame f reſpecting ſalary, ab the ſrcretary 

_ —— of your principal deparment; ſo that an office, which in March 176, "was execured 

or re rupees per month; is in Janvary 2778; increaſed" to r $08 Been 


_ nz direct that the ſalary of the Perſian tranflator be not only reduced to 600 rupees per 
—_— . month, and not again increaſed, without our permiſſion feſt obtained for that purpoſe, . 
„ but that all above that amount, which ſhall have been received by him on the arrival 
rater, ie forthwith Ar into our 1 s . e wy, 9 OT 
I e | ſervice: ” 1 we y 4 


; diſcuſſion of any ſubje&, which might have been referred for coolidera- 

"tion * a former board, or to invalidate reſolutions taken during ſuch abſence, it 

_ - +, would. be in the power of any member effectually to defeat the ends propoſed by the 

{ „„ ew of a council, and to Put a total ſtop to public bulineſs whenever he thinks 

proper. We ſhall not waſte time in refuting claims of privilege advanced on this 

—_— .. occahon, (% Mr. Barwell) becauſe they appear to us unworthy of confuder ation, and 1 

e l argument.” 

__ OI. It 1 wan equal ſurpriſe and concern that we obſerve this requeſt introduced, 

© _ . and the Nabob's oſtenſible rights io ſolemnly aſſerted at this period by our  Governor- 

3 "a General; becauſe, on a late occaſion, 10 ſerve à very different Purpoſe, he has not ſerb- 

- | peine declare it as viſible as the light of the ſun, that the . is a a EM. , 
2 11126 8 = — * even the ſhadow of — . 

1 


* — * 


| . | 4 N eral Letter, 1875 May, 1759. | - ; 

: 19 |. | Par. 4. * In; ver to the 2 5th paragraph of your letter of 15th 3 laſt, 
1 | reſpecting the appointment we - aſſigned to Mr. Francis Fowke, we 
Wa! e dee that as the conſultations are not yet before us, we mult defer our deci- 


i | F . * SE ſion on the ſubject, and hope the reaſons, which fwayed you, ſo far as to induce, you to 
—_ x ſuſpend the execution of a poſitive and peremptory order of the Court of DireQaiy, » will 
i ES found ſufficient to Juſtify your * on that extraordinary occaſion,” of 


as 3 3 : "General Later, dated 30 May; 1778. 7 - 4 
0 . Tes our inexpreſſible concern, we have received unde er 
e : of the — of Lieutenant - General Sir John Clavering, one of the 
"SY . members of our Council at Fort William, and Commander i in chief of * . 


1 . In India.“ N 2 
__ Fr. $. © The gs General Clavering, the comprehenſive. k * an,. 


| 4s 29 3 month, and 300 for houſe rent. Tbeſe proceedings deſerve our ſevereſt cenſure 3 and we. 4 
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| had obnined ole ein in Bengal . TOES, which he hs given to- 
ic buſineſs,” the rigid rig a nn IE of ot 2 
1 - integrity manifeſted | 1 the unremitted attention 
e tay in the diſch of every braiich of his 
15 2 dad . him to dur -eReerit and confidence. 
| therefore” conſider und lachent hie _y "great and rl che 9 
8 Compay, ad i org mean bers ral Eun 
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the execution of our orders relative to Mr. Francis Fawke; your - 
ceedings at large are now before us 3 we ſhall take ſuch meaſures as appear neceſ- 

A fary for preſerving the authority of the Court of Directors, and for preventing ſuch | 
_ _tnſtances of dire and wilftt diſobedience i in our ſervants in time t6 come. At preſeg 


| we repeat the commands contained in the 67th paragraph of our letter of the J f 
Jan n 1 89 1 8 = * Grieg! 10 n port 8 9: 
ae W | N * $4 oy FO t 


Luna of Gm e the 8 to the Grrmr-Geteral and 
Fan William in Bengal, dared the 1 au OZober, 7760.” | 
.* WE 


v. OUR esel rela „ e 
« Y Eye Coorg CB eg but a few days before us; by ke erg, wa, | 
nity we ſhall give you our ſentiments and inftrudtions fully upon that e 8 
preſent we only obſerve, that theſe allowances appear to us in 4 light fo very extraor- , 
, dinary, and ſo fepugnant to the ſpirit of a reſotution of the General Court of Proprie- - 
tors, teſpecting the allowance made to General Caving that we poſitively dire& that 
they N emen, 1 tax? Hertof POP - er che feceipt” "WA 1 
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8 . Ton William in » Boa, « dated 2d Februaty, 88 . 
Par 51. 120 much coke at Sag gore 3 — — an bite me" 


. difa ring the conduct of our ' Governor-General and Coun any ” 
vin bed to our Advocate · General. Not thinking ourſelves at libert ß 
either d grant or to countenanc᷑ the granting of an increaſed falary beyond the 3000. a . 
year allowed by the General Court, and detlared 'exprefily by; the Reſolation to be 

in full conſideration of all demands and 1 7 deve for his N 

. the Company at that Prefidency® it is unne ſeuls FS John Dl, 
merits t ſervices to gerermine on the meaſu Boy is benen us to ſay, that 
the General Court have declared chat 30004. 4 year ould' be 4 fol es 4H 

John Day for his ſervices, that we fold ' outſelves bound (by | e Reſolution of he 
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General Court, Ind cannot allow it to be diftegarded by the Company's ſervan i... 
 Hidia, therefore we direct that the hocken ifed allowance made to Sir Je pe of 55 1 
rupees Per month by the Governor-General and the Council on 17th Jene, 1779, 3 

2 n en the — of this letter. E n og 
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PP: 'R3 g | 1 5 That 3 di had Cours hath: * 
=. p—_ —— ſervices and integrity 13 H — and cannot 
. i. ion of corrupt motiyes operating on his conduct without proof; yet th 
„„ Fo opinion, with their Court of Directors, that the nt made with 1 80 
Donis for the hiregf a part of the Company's troops for the reduction of the Rohilla 

. ©  #. Country, and th. ſubſequent ſteps taken for carrying on that war, were founded: on 

| wrong policy, * were contrary to the general orders of the Company frequently repeated, 
Keeping their troops, within eb bounds of the Provinces, . and for not extending 
Kei rerricories and were alſo contrary. to thoſe, general Ps; oo Wb 
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5 Berg Flo Relais of the Houſe of Commons, al 


A «2146 7 a 
5 „„ * 3 Ph. 2 . . 
A rb. nb, 16. That the eſol tion of the majority py the Supreme Council, 
ä Bu the 2d February, 1778, which, by the death of Colonel Monſon, was now decided 
n 1 che caſting voice of the Governor-General, had a tendency to a renewal of 
© 35. t the inſtructions and powers given to Colonel. Goddard. by the Superice 
| Cauncilon the 5th.of April, 1779, fixed on them, from that time, the chief directio 
reſponſibility of the treaty of war with the Marattas. 
| ts That it muſt be reckoned among the many additional miſchiefs, - which have - 
V chiefly from this improvident war with the Marattas to the Company's 8 4 
_ = a force of the Carnatic had been weakened by reinforcements ſent to 
wie Malabar Coaſt —that the Bengal Government have been under the necellicy of 
= . _* ſupporting on their confines the army of a power, conſederated, however inyolunta- ; 
3 _ rily, againſt them : that they have been obliged to ſue. for the mediation of the ſame 
| Real of Berge). have ſubmitted to a efuſal, and purchaſed gt laſt an 
apparently an. unauthoriſed treaty on moſt extravagant and difhonor able | 
Raab Chimnajee ; and finally that, being burthened with the 4 
1 3 allies are in Q and their = ET 
taries under there is alſo an alarm decency in their own reſources. „ 
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